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‘ou face a monumental task. I'm confident of your diligence and dedication.

You'll fail before you start if you try to fix our present sorry puishx. revenue system

with new or different “taxes’, You'll -. “shuffling chairs on the decks of the Tianic”,
“That approach hasn’t worked! It won't work now! And it will never work!.

will only complicate things fuithei. Tivery tax has a negative effect on the economy!

No exceptions! What we need and want is public revenue - - - not taxation! The two

are not synonymous..

Public revenue is the tunding that pays legitimate government expenses. Taxationis
-only one of two sources -~ ~and it's the wrong source-~- from which fo detive pubiic
revenue.. Taxation robs people of what they produce and consciousiy -earn with their
‘own labor. What they produce-and earn is theirs---ail of it. They should not be
robbed-of asingle penny -of # by taxation orany other device.. Period.! Thesecond
source - - the-ondy right source. - - - is the vast Smulti-trillions of value that attaches to

the-earth’s locations, as more and more people move around them, and it goes totally
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unearned into the pocketsof the few {maybe 3% of the population) who happen
to hiold titleto those locations!  Thiose whio have indeed created and earmed it
are the 95% of people who surround those focations.  Ivshort, Theswrounding
commrunity and its industry, character and activity gmﬁates enormous value to any
Yocation, and the owner of that location simply puls that value into his/her pockets
without lifting a finger. Location values!. Now there’s the right source of your public

revenue, and the one that you must tap for all funding to pay govermument expeises,

Sometimes called the “Land Value Tax” (it's a levy on the unearned {by the kocation’s
titke holders] value of locations) this levy is not a “tax” at all, but rather a<haoge, avent,
& benefit fee, or a user fee paid willingly (not under duress) by antyone who wants

to possess and use one or more of varth’s locations and who gets what he/she pays for.

A% anexample of our present distorted system that-extorts money from earners/
producers and puts it into the pockets of non-produceis, consider this situation. In
New York City, one Jacob Silverstein has a lease on the site on which stood the World
Trade Center before “8/11”. He wants to build on that site, but various delays thwart
tiis plans. Meanwhile, he's paying sone $12 million per month - - - that's $126 nitlion
per year, folks - - <10 hold hus lease on that plot, and is getling zero return while he
awaits resolution of the delay problems. 5 that location worth $12 mdllion per month?
Gr $120 miflion per year? Absclutelyl. That's why Silverstein is willing to pay it.
However, he's paying those enormous sums o the New York/New Jersey Poit

Authority who holds title 1o the Site, but who has done absolutely nothing toeam it.
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Biit soiive people created that Value, dida't they? Of course. Tt was the people of the
gurrounding New York/ New Jeisey Wetro Ares, just by their presence, charadier,
activity and indusisy. Cofrect this werrible distortion simply by having Silversiein pay
Tis $12 siitlion per imornith o those who produce and ¢an it - - ~ the people of
suirounding New York and Wew Jersey. Payment shiculd go into the focal treasuiies,
ared the surrouriding conuriunities have fely taxes reduced by $12 miltion per month,
THé New York/ WNew Jersey Port Authority, which produces 6o location value ges
tiothing, because that Authority has reated mo value in that forimer WTC ocation. 1 |

UFEE YOil 16 CliedcK Gut his sittiaticn fof youisel?

§a§f'$ﬁ%ﬁiﬁ-ﬁiﬁ}iﬁm every year to Colunibia Undversity, whc ‘owis’ thre tovation, bt
hias done pothing to earn the value of that <hoice site, but who, because Columbia it an
%c%ﬁcaﬁffﬁai stitution, pavs ﬁﬁ taves at all on thesite. Check out many i:vafeé% of lared
{tecattons) under all %rmuiﬁgs i New York - - - or indeed wnder the buiidings in éfijizf
largecity. You" find that, in aleost every such situation, building owirers dot't owi
el underlying sites, but pay enormous Suifis an nusally 10 those who do, many of
theesm foreigners and other absentees, And fiote the huge vacant land sites of any mid-
ity avea, where where those location owners afen’t using of produciig froin their
sites, but s won't Jet anyorne else produce from them either, a5 they ' re awaiting

surrouiding developments 1o increase those ocations’ values..

7 will be-easy to-dismiss this ides, simply because “it hasa'i been invoked before” Oh
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¥es it has! And there's you stariling point. Operating on a limited scale in a aumbes
of local jurisdictions, it has worked tostimulate the local economy every time. Chetk
Giit §6fe 16 6f 17 cities in Pennsyivania, who are achieving growih by gradually
towering “taxes” on buildings, while gradually ficreasing the “charges” on the Iotations
beneath themi.. Study this situation with great-care  It's your only road to correcting

-Gt hortible tax situation and piost-otfier eConGHEC proviems.

Tor a brief-sketch of what I'm talking about, and what yvou'll hear and see from many
presefrters at your hearings, digest carefully the attached rough draft essay, titled
"ALTERNATIVE REVENUTE SOURCE FUNDSGCVERRMENT WITHOUT
TA}(A%’W&I I puit together back in 1997 Note especially the 27 01 50 reasois
why deriving public veniue from charges on location values, instead of purdtive
taxation, will solve notonly our public revenue problem, but myriads of other

-GCGHGHIIC Probles 45 well.

Yo task B hupe. Your-dedication and -devotion 1o-do # well are parammount. Please
-dor't-disHiss ihis concept just because you haven't thought-of it before, o it doesn’t

sunwest more and difforent “taxes”. This radical “sureical” approach is the ondy
B 144 )

governiner, that's emiently falrand just, ad which “levels the playiing field” for

every citizen. Twish you well, and & rousing stocess in your great adventure.
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ALTERNATIVE REVENUE SOURCE
FUNDS GOVERNMENT
WITHOUT TAXATION

Unsolved economic problems abound. Poverty rages amidst plenty. The gap widens between tich and
poor. Utban sprawl invades ow environment and exhausts natuzal resources. Some “economists” claim
poverty causes most other economicills (hunger, homelessness, drug addition, crime, urban sprawl
and the like). Not so. Rather than being causes of anything, poverty and other economic problems
result from our failure to understand and apply properly the economic law of the “Three Factors of
Production”. That law states that all wealth is produced by the combination of “Land” (which gives
rise to “rent”), “Labor” (fo “wages”), and “Capital” (to “interest”).

Please focus on the first factor, Land (locations) . The presence of people around a location - -
not the location owner -~ produces rent. We wrongly award land owrers the locations’ rent
values (they’re enormous) as “unearned income”, rather than put them into the pockets of
those who earn them, namely the people who live and work around the locations!

Henry George (1839-1897 pointed out how our ignoring and/or violating the economic law
dealing with the rent of land causes poverty and other economic ills, and will do so until we
remove that cause. He analyzed the problem and advocated its solution in his 1879
‘masterwork, “PROGRESS and POVERTY". (It's been said that no one can call himself o1 herself
an economist if he or she has not read, and does not understand, this book )

George advocated that we untax all human labor and its products, and, instead, derive all public
revenue from a “single tax” on “land values”. His thesis was sound, but his choice of the
words “tax” and “land” led to a distortion of his intended meaning . For, what he proposed is
not a “tax on land values” at all, but a charge onlocation values,, for which the one who pays
gets full equivalent value in return. George carefully defined all his terms, stating each would
mean precisely the same thing every time he used it, and said, in effect, that by “land” he
meant the physical eatth and all its natural resources, untouched by humans Most modern
economists, however, think of “land” only as the soil of the earth’s surface, By “land”, George
actually meant the locations on the earth, whether on land, on water or in the air (the latter
inctuding the “ electronic spectrum”, a natural resource not even imagined in George’s day).

This paper seeks to clarify Henry George’s concept, and to redefine several of his terms fo
convey his true meaning. To recap, he proposed to abolish all taxation, as such, and to detive
all public revenue from a single charge onlocation values. He reasoned that those who get
those enormous rent values should pay a fair charge for them . He didn’t seek the change just
for the sake of change, but rather as the means by which to abolish involuntary poverty and
all other economie woes, and yet fully to fund all needed government - - with every person to
keep all he or she produces, and therefore earns.

Democratic government is the framework within which civilized people (the public)
seek t0 live in harmony and satisfy their desires. They must reimburse those they
elect to operate government from ”public revenue” - - that fund which they make
available for public purposes.

In our United States, the government is “of, by and for the people”. We empower our




elected officials toappr oprlate funas Whlch become pubhc revenue. Thev c:hoose a -
public revenue source -- then ‘tap that source for bud geted funds. Ideall v the
revenue they so appropriate ‘should equal exactly the total of the government's . -
planniéd expenditures. It has not, howeve,, Vaste and overspending have caused, -
and continue to be the primary causes, of oui’ huge annual deficit and national debt,
both of which should be eliminated.

Public revenue can be deﬁ*i%édﬁbfﬁ"é’iﬁv h?&r‘o? s"bijré:é%j - %kefé are no others! .

One source - - the wrong source, but that usually tapped by governments -

“taxation”. In whatever guise, in ‘whatever amount, for whatever PUrpose taxatmn is
an unjustified form of reveriue: it takes  froni producers/earners what is rightfully
theirs, and gives it to others, who have not earned it Itis, in _fact robbez v, and is thus
wrong, despite silly man-madé statutes that make it “Jegal”. No matter that taxes

rob the “rich” to pay the “poor” (Whlch some behevé “fair” ) Taxatlon is still robbery
And1t’ssu]1wr0ng' L . T R, :

The other public revenue source = -the omy nght source - s the economic- value of
the earth’s locatiofis. That value is created by the very existence of people near those
locations. The more people, and thi hlgher their quahty, character and industry, -
around andfor near’ any location, the greater its value. Exit all humans from around any
location , and it’s economically worthless, With ho people near - a location there’s no
need for “government”, and thus no need for’ pubhc revenue.

Since people, simply by emsﬁng, créats their own nubhc rev nue sour ce - - l@cahor
values - - they need only collect those values, instead of punitive”“taxes” as the revenue
to fund their government. As of now, those encrmous values (es*’ama’red by somein
the $ multi-trillions ) go uriearned. into the pockets of location owners as * “vent”. Itis
the tribute title-hojders extract from those w live on.and from, Jocations. Pecple are
denied the same free and equal access to the éarth and its natural resources (the
source of a]l Weaith) that’ $ NOwW en]oyed b‘y the title-holders. e

When t1t1e holdc:rs proJuce and earn from th oc'ahons theze $ O pfob}e{n 1o
inequity - - no injuskice - - and no ‘quatrel, 50 ng as ‘they pay. their commumtv the rent
due at those locati ' ¢ it they hold the locatmns out.of use, for. speculative.
gam and dény aceess'to oi:hers who would pxp tice from thpm, economie injustice
arises. Those nisl ‘Gwining locations on which they Jive and/or woerk must pay tribute
to those who do. As they pay, they are thus depnved of the value. they, (the non - -
owners) produce With their labors. Then, to further exacprbafe their plight; they are
“taxed” (robbed “of then" leg1t1mate eat nmgs) to fund necessary (and often Hnnecessar) v
} government.’” _

To correct this glaring injustice, and thus remave the principal cause. of poverty

and other ecénémicills, we need only change our public revenue systemso the pubhc
collects the IOCdﬂon values it creates - - inistead of “taxes” -- via a location value charge
(note - - this is not a “tax”). These funds fully finance govemment We need simply to
shift the revenue biirden from labor and its pioducts to location values. To repeat - -
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the people levy ajust annual charge (again, not -a “tax") against the location owners,
who then get Just what they pay for >~ ‘exclusive'possession gnd use of their locations, The i -
charge will be very light {perhapdaven zero}fgﬁ% sparsely populated or unpopulated , - .
areas whete little or fio government is needed, and very heayy {$ millions per acre on- .,
more) in densély populated citied fWheng}‘umfgﬁjveﬁ}ﬁmn% services are available and |

. T . . -
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in enormous demand .-

Consider these reasons why location values are the only right and just source for

ublic revenue. {For occasional brévity, we'll call the location value charge “LVC ")z
P 8¢
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1. All government services, {roadsstreels, sidéialks, séwers, schools, policeand
fire protection;, tornado warninig Systéhls, trash collection, fo name justia few) -
apply‘ultimately to locations. ‘The mdre and better government services
available to:any location, the moré valuable'is that location. And the
surrounding ‘public(iot the location owtier) créatés that value! . .,

2. No location, or its value, was created by those who hold title thereto The
value of any location arises solely from the presence, character and activity of

the people around and near if. Theré'foiffféf;ﬁfgioggﬁe_j can,claim good title to.a -

purchase'frém soméorie with a deféctive tifle" acquited from such person) - -or

-~ rightfully by paying its economit yalue to those whose presence and -, .-

location drits value, except wrorigfully! by conguest, stealth or fraud (or b
pt wrorigfully, by coiiq ot fran Y

activity around the location created.its value. "

L i ; AR
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derived therefrom.” That's basw’natggal law, “oo T
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3. Humans can't live except on and/ or from the earth’s locations and the products

4. Al eaftl's locatiori$'are permanent, They were heére, where they arenow, |, .

when the earth was created They)xéargpt be moved, hidden, replaced, nor
‘increased of’ﬁééreasgdihnﬁ(ﬁnbergg %ze T
Tl "-j:r::. U Y ge e S I LN I
5. Ownership of any location is'valid nd julst, provided only that its owner pay
its value fo those who create it . (@g_comygqu around it) viaanannual - .t - -
charge for the'valiie that owner réc'éive% “The cha;gg:@?iﬂ be very.high.. ,

(perhaps $millions ‘pér acteperyear) foi a locatioi; in a densely populated -+ .
' emdte location where few or ;s ;-

metro ares, ahd very low or notPun% atallifor a 1

no governmet serviceslard availablé of tieeded  Wiier one. putehiaces acan, . 5.
ot pays an ‘agreed ypon price , whichis ot g “tax”, to the one with good, .- -
title to convey. When one reénts giij,’lis{és”e‘s’af} apdrtment one pays an agreed .
upon rental'or lease (again, nof “a’ “t4x”)'to'the lessor So, too, location tite: ", .
holders should pay an annual 16cation valiie charge, and no one penalized ...,
with “taxes”. .

6. The LVCigjust and efjﬁit‘éblé%héc’éus'}fe‘ the Payer gets precisely what he orshe . -
“pays for - - the exclisive pr ysseSsion dnd use,of a valuable location. And please
note - - the payment is volintaiy! “No one is forced to own a location or to pay
for one to which He or sh¢ does not get good title ' Contrast this witha

il
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punitive “tax”, for which the payer not only does not get what he or she pays
. for, but is addmonally forced to pay. pum ive “taxes” from legltlma.tﬂ eaxrungs,
under penalty of a fine or nnpnsonmeni or both.

7. 'As sa1d above, no one need wn”a Iocatmn. Apv per cm may hve m a Iented
apartment, and conduct bﬁsmess froma: rented office or,other facility, and pay
no LVC directly - - and n6 direct “tax”, either. - Howg-ver, the apartment or
building owner, if he or she owns the locatzon beneath 1 ;. will include the amount of
the location value charge in the building rental or leasp . Thus, thP lessee pays

his or her “fair share” of the publlc revenue mdzrs’ctly'

8. Remember,\also, that the LVC is, mstead(of ” ﬁot ‘in add1t1on to taxes
Taxes, as such, will eventuallv be abolzshecf AR R :

9. LVC satisfies both the ”abﬂlty to pay prmc:lple and the ”Value received”
principle. For, who is better able to pay than those who “own” the storehouse
that is earth, from which all people must. obtam allwealth? And certainly the
one who pays does get fuL ”value recewed” in I;Gtum for the payment he or
she makes, e e . : ,

10. T.VCis the eas_ié;st."of a]lsources fromwhlch todenvepubhc Ievenue-

10.1 It is easiest to assess, as it need be the only thing assessed. A location need
. noteven be visited. Its economic value,can be readily. determined by a
- _study of its positior on 2 map, as it relates to,the surroundlng commumty,
. .its people, their industry and theu <:hat.et(ﬁterv B R

102" It is the easiest thmg on wluch to levy a,]ust char ge If the chaxge is too
low, potential owners will try to outbid each other to get title. If the
charge is too high, the location will “go beggmsr” Tts value is determmed
almost automaﬁe*a]]y e e

103 C ollectmg theicharge 13 easwst of ‘aJ_'l‘ _ﬁji‘he locaj;ion can’t be moved
enlarged, diminished.in size, nor hidden, the: title: holder must pay up, or
bes evmied IPleasmg it to someone who . o

11. Under LVC, no one is robbed of a penny ‘of what he or she produces and/ or
-earns. Each person keeps not only “more’.of what he or she earns, but all of it/

12 The LVC system, produces farmore than enough to fund all needed public
revenue and all social services opted for, with plenty left over for the title-
holder still to reap substantial wealth withent lifting 2 finger to earn it.
This i is proven fact. ( C heck out Arden, 'Delawale and Fauhope, Alabama )

13. Jurisdictions world-wide already using the LVC pubhc revenue source_are, in -
the main, experiencing growth, success and prosperity:
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14. Heavy EVCin metro‘centers Btings people info those centers, and thus,
greatly reducés’the utbafi spruwl that's eating away our precious open green space!

115, No sensible person, under LVC, will hold vacant a ot or operate a ground
*level parking ‘facility in #'mid-towii metrd ared, next o a same-sized plot
" on which'stands a 50-story building, because the vacant lot will draw the
sarne LVC as that on the location under the'adjoining building. The
vacant lot wnet either creates’ wealth fromi it (erects a profit-generating
" building or produces in'somé other fashion), or he will relinquishit to
someone who will. 'Why 16vy the same charge for the vacant lot as for the
one beneath the adjoining building? Because both lots get exactly the same
government services <= (stréetd; sidewalks; police and fire protection,
sewers, etc,, etc ). The LVC is levied to pay for the government services
rendered to _the location,, no matter what is on, or not on, the location.

sy -

* 16. LVC means “tax abatement” on buildings and improvements forall time

" and for everyone, notjust'for fof a few yeats for wealthy developers who,
under Gur present real property taxing system, get ever wealthier at the
expense of others who get no abatement “tax breaks”. And, 4s of now,
those whose buildings aren’t tax-abated, must pay higher “taxes” to make
up for the loss of tax paymients‘dvoided by oWners of abated buildings.
fanooy el i T LA T G T A S AN SR RS R

17. ‘In‘most states, buildings and improvemerits already are assessed separately,
" although tsually at the same“rédl property” tax'rate. Gradually decreasing

the taxes on buildings and:ihproveéments, while sinfultatieously raising the

charge on the locations, until the locations alone bear the entire real property

revenue burden, is simplicity'itself.  * . © oF - o
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18" EVCistiongly encouragés pérsonal industry and wealth production, because
wealth producers may keep all they produce. Iri contrast, punitive taxes
on buildings and improvements discourage - - actually stifle -~ not only
new construction, biit also fhe propef maintenaide ‘of older structures, on
which renovations and imprbvements aré promptly the target of higher
taxes. In fact, real property owriers routitiely tear downold and dilapidated
buildings in Qrderjtg “save taxes”. ,
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19. Since thérd will Be no “taxes”, thiere can bénio “tax exeniptions” “And as no

location can be moved nor'hidden, fhere can be no such thingas “tax loop-

holes” or “charge loopheles™or othér “gimmicks” to enable one to avoid

“paying one’s just share of the piiblic revenué The location is in plain

‘view of afyoné who looks! Simply levy the legitimate charge for it on the
one who has title., , |

SRR

20. LVC will operaic':éi o e;l‘i'zhiﬁéife"'é;fréﬁmé]}y the budget deficit and insure a




- balanced budget at al} times The. .;p@jbho revenue guthority, designs the total
expect' od 1 venue from the I ojc" ‘njv e clgaz;ges to qual exacﬂy the

budgeted expendlfru_t e, It’ s'a pay—as—you goyeyst;erﬁt * next yeax s budget
is set at ten percent above this yeat’s, all location value charges will simply
be increased fen. percent fer next yea,z;r and. the budget agam WJH bein
balance . _ g g 1, :

#

21 Huge aréas g),f Valuable Iocatlons D ese;lt],y are, I;eldpy, absentee landlords
_many of th.em forelgnlland spec f, atogs. That's O.K. Simply charge the
o absentee OWNErS the,legmmate {ete c@mmensur,ate with their location
" yalues: Noi; only will imuch of our public reventie.then; be paid by
'specilators (many of thiem aliens) living away from their locations, but
thelr penchant for buying up U.S, locations will disappear promptly.: They
~ won't buy chelce 1oeat10ns Whose increasing; values will go not into
- theu' own pockets baut into, the tregsunes of the communities which create
them Ok, such. aBsenteercahon ywners will produce .from their parcels
(te more than foset the charges), thus creating jobs, generating wealth
and allewehng poverty and 1ts attendant GCOIEOIIIIC ills. +o 0

T
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22 “The lewes agamst quatlon Values Qannot be ”charged off agamsf: the cost of
o production” o passed on to the amsumer . Of course; if the site owner
* erects buildings on his plot ahd rents themfte others for homes,wstores,
offices, factones, etc., he’ll include, in his rents for them an amount to more
_ than offset} e locatlon yalye charge However; - - if helleaves his location
" vacant (planning t pocfket the, eecafatmg values thegsurreundmg
" community, w1igl create in his lOCiltlQn) .he. can’t.charge anything off to
‘Tis “cost of | pr Qductglqn because he ysn't produczng anythmgl Nori is there
J ytlurlljg he can pass, onJ:o the:cegsy,rper,. as,there (s mo."consumer” of a
“Dacant lot!>

23. LVC will tend fo reverse comp;letely theever-widening gap between the.
. umjustly rich and the involuntary, poer, because locations held-for, - v
- pecxﬂeuge increases will now hecome available at reasonable pncesf, ey
e p Qppor tumtles to, nn]l:{png. on.the same besis asforeveryone:

| tend. to equalize the  oppor tumty fer wealth for,all, people, -;

';' mgs Wﬂlihen be determmed onl_y by_ thel;r ﬂwn mdustry and

L 24 “LVCi w;non palzhsan -- tomp}ptelymeuual as ;pegards race, gender, age, o
o color, religion or any otherimman factor, including political preference.
. Liberals, Conservatives,. Demom;glt Republicans and;a myriad of other. .

- political phﬂesopmes embrace LYC, .Pennsylyania, the one U:S, State

- whlch now (1997), employs a measure,of LVC (some. 17 cities there now.

" flourish under LVC in one degree of another) often has been largely
Democ:t atic.. At the same time, many, Republicans point towatrd LVC as the




3pubhc revenué ‘systenit Wwhich w 1 help toer adlcate ‘poverty and or other
+* majoréconoinic ills; while at the ‘sime time generating all needed public
revenue enfi r?@?l:!&/ _ehm..leabeg P}lb}lfif. deb?an.d the nafional deficit.

25 Best of all in i:he mmds of ‘many, LVC Wl]l do away w1th the lRSIleUS and
frightful Internal Revenue Service. Can anyone imagine what an economic
stlmulant that wﬂl be natxon-mde" Not onl‘y wﬂi $ bx]hons be saved by
IRS ofﬁces and agents, but the ”ovex -your -shoulder” and “in- your face”
prying and spying by the IRS wﬂ} be a thing of the past, IRS officials and
agents wﬂlhave to do what lne rest ofusdo-- nnd some productnve work!

26 ”Soak the nch" preponems wﬂ} hke the LVC system Oniy the mmonty who
owns locations will have to pay all location value charges, (and thus all
government expenses) because itis they ‘who profit unjustly from
escalating location values..-They ‘are among “the tich”. But they are unjustly
rich: ‘because they didn’ tpx oduck or éarn the location Values they've
pocketed. The comiinity avoind thein didi The justly rich - - -those who
work with brain and brawn, and thus earn every penny of their wealth
(like Bill Gates, for instance, and ‘ail others who give a dollar’s worth for

7 .every dolla¥ of wealth they have) get to keep not only ‘more of what

L they earn” but all of it _

27, People who own loeatlons area minori fy, Therefcre ‘when the vast
wiajority who do not own iocations discover how much they’ll erihance
their wealth and their freedom: under LVC.. The chaﬂenge, therefore, is to

« edcate amajority of our citizens to the eiorinous advantages to them of
LYC; :Geotgist organizations woildwide are takingup, thlS cha]lenge

Those quiestioning the validity of H’em'y George s co:ncept need only check ott the
appalling econoinic injtistices rampant ih 4Ry country on'earth, especially third world
countries. -In Haiti, said to be the wotld's > poorest country, thie media focuses almost
exclusively ort the ab]ect poverty of trie ‘street people. Not once do rep' rters look for
its cause, namiely the” enormous wealth and power of the few elitist c« untry estate
owners (Who own all the rest of Haili t0o), whose obscene wealth comes from the
land rents they extract from the peasants for the privilege of living on “their” (the
owners’) land. Then they heavily “tax” those same peasants, who thus are doubly
harassed. The Dominican Republic is fepor tédly’ owned by 19 wealthy families, to
whom all othet Dominicans must pay tribute (rent) - - plus “taxes”. And it's the same
in Mexico, where:a’ very few monstreus;y wealthy families own the entire country.
(Why else do you suppose poor Mexicans are ﬂeckmg to the United States?) The same
injustice undexhes ihe ecoﬁoxmc ehaos prevalent in most all countrles wotld-wide.

Thie American foundmg fathers and thelr forebears had fled the despotism of




Europe’s kings, lords and land barons, whose countries sagged in feudalism. Under
it, all serfs, vassals and others subservient to the sovereigns and their landiords paid
them tribute, under pain of imprisonment, torture or even death. Further, if such
underlings dared build houses and other structures on their rented plots, title to
those buildings reverted also to the landlords. This unjust system prevails right now,
here in the United States, because our founders took possession (or were “given”
exclusive ownership by Europe’s sovereigns) of the land (locations) in what, to them,
was a “new world”.

From whence did Europe’s sovereigns got “good title” to the lands they so
generously bestowed upon North America’s settlers? They wrested them by force, killing
and/or enslaving those who were here before them!

We may not realize it (or we may choose to ignore it) but we presently live under
the same feudal system that plagued Europe before our nation was born, because we
who do not “own” locations must pay tribute (location rents ) to those who de. If we
build houses (which are really personal property, because humans erect them and they
can be moved!) our statutes dictate that they become a part of the “real property” and
thus belong not to us, but to the location owners. We won’t escape from this modern
day “feudalism” into real economic freedom until all of us enjoy the same free access
to the earth and its vast resources on the same basis as do all others.

And that escape can come about only when we abolish all punitive taxes and setup a
public revenue system under which all persons choose the locations they want, pay for
what they get and get all of what they pay for. Changing to a location value charge to
replace our out-dated, outmoded and unjust punitive taxation system is the only road
to economic justice and freedom.
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