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Question # 1:  Headaches, unnecessary complexity, and burdens that taxpayers face because of the existing system.  I’m starting a small business this year, and one of my burdens will be the social security tax.  I expect to earn less than $90,000 and therefore will have to pay a 12.4 % social security tax on all my income. 

Question #2:  Aspects of the current system that are unfair.  I will have to pay a larger percentage of my income for the social security tax than businesses earning more than $90,000.

Question #3:  Specific examples of how the tax code distorts important business or personal decisions.  I probably will not hire any employees, partly due to the social security tax.

Question #4:  Goals that the panel should try to achieve as it evaluates the existing tax system.  One goal should be to reduce overall taxes, including the social security tax, on low income businesses.  Another goal should be to reduce business/employment taxes so that American businesses are competitive with foreign businesses.

A Final Note:  Please consider reducing the 12.4 % social security tax by introducing a federal sales tax.  I believe this would make American businesses more competitive, and improve the fairness problem.  The long term goal could be to have a 2% social security tax for personal savings accounts (matched by the government) and a 5% federal sales tax.  
