I am 50 years old and hold B.S and M.S. degrees, along with M.B.A. courses in accounting and economics, and I can’t prepare my own taxes.
An entire industry is based on the complexity of the tax code and the inability of most taxpayers to decipher it. Another industry, the lobbyist, populates Washington and funnels money to Congressmen willing to manipulate the tax code for some narrow interest that managed to donate to the right person. Every taxpayer is tempted to look at gray areas for deductions. Every addition to the tax code brings some loophole, intended or otherwise, which is exploited by the wealthy who can hire the best tax specialists—remember the “medium truck” loophole that was applied to SUV’s?  The tax code should not distort a person’s decision as to what kind of vehicle to drive!
The best answer I’ve seen—not perfect, but the best—is the Fair Tax proposal.  Oddly enough, this proposal unites my liberal and conservative friends who were zealously arguing during the election—both sides agree that any reform would improve the system, and that the Fair tax was the best of all the proposals we discussed, but only as a replacement, not as an addition to the existing behemoth.  Our group discussed modifying existing tax tiers, a flat tax, a VAT, and the Fair Tax, and the results were unanimous with the Fair Tax favored, and a flat atx as second choice.  The message for Congressmen of either party is clear—widespread support for the Fair Tax across a wide political spectrum when voters are educated about it. The political consequences will be good for any lawmaker who supports it.
The Fair Tax would encourage saving
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