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Individual Submission to Federal Tax Reform Panel


           I sincerely hope that 2005 is the year in which we can see major tax reform in the United States.  The existing system requires a ridiculous amount of an individual’s time in storing, documenting, and submitting information for tax preparation.  The only alternative seems to be to file what is commonly referred to as the “short form”, which denies the individual tax payer the opportunity to claim cost-saving deductions.  I refuse to  believe that the greatest and most powerful country in the world cannot come up with a more reasonable and equitable tax system.  

           There are numerous aspects of the current tax system that are simply unfair.  Wealthy individuals in this country have the benefit of being able to hire financial advisers and tax attorneys in order to advise them about legal opportunities to significantly reduce their tax burden.  Middle income citizens simply cannot afford such luxuries.  In dealing with the Internal Revenue Service, the Middle Income American is at a distinct disadvantage.  The Internal Revenue Service has had too much power in this country for too long a period.  There is no place in a democratic society for an agency that can seize personal property and freeze assets; when there are so many simple alternatives which would both stimulate the U.S. economy and reduce  an individual tax payer’s  time, cost, and effort in complying.  


I hope that the panel will achieve the following goals as it evaluates the existing tax system:  1) Significant reduction in IRS personnel, or abolishment of the Internal Revenue Service with transfer of  those federal employees to agencies such as Border Patrol or the Department of Homeland Security.  Let’s direct their expertise at tracking and monitoring individuals to people who might pose a risk to this country or to persons who enter the country illegally----not at American citizens; 2) Elimination of all paperwork in the payment of taxes----several plans have been proposed.  Let’s boost the economy and reduce the individual tax payers time and cost of being a good citizen;
 3) Establish a tax plan that will reduce or eliminate the tax burden on low income Americans, but closes all tax loopholes for middle and upper-income U.S. citizens;  
4) Create a tax system that doesn’t penalize the individual for making money-----let everyone except impoverished Americans pay the same rate-------reasonable and logical plans have been presented.  Please choose one and let’s get real reform-----not a more-complicated and more confusing version of the current system.  

Thank you for considering these comments.  

