-----Original Message-----

From: Gayle rubino [mailto:usdevildegs@hotmail.com] 

Sent: Thursday, March 10, 2005 9:25 PM

To: comments

Subject: comments to tax panel

RESPONSE TO REQUEST FOR COMMENTS BY THE FEDERAL TAX REFORM PANEL ON FEB. 16, 2005

Gayle Rubino

21 N. Kalaheo Ave.

Kailua, HI  96734

Individual Submission to Federal Tax Reform Panel

 <mailto:comments@taxreformpanel.gov> comments@taxreformpanel.gov

March 10, 2005

Gayle Rubino-Individual submission

            New Year's Day should be a day of celebration, but for me, it is a day that I dread, because it means that soon I have to start working on my income tax return.

The first week of each year I am busy constructing the tax information binder in which I place all of the receipts, checkbook registers, and tax forms for the current year.  The end of January brings the W-2 forms, and the tax preparation package from our accountant.

            In February and half of March, I spend a great deal of my time after work during the week and for most of each weekend pouring over receipts, categorizing them and calculating totals in order to carefully complete the tax preparation package for my accountant.  Our tax preparation is a major life strain and massive headache.

            In March and April, our accountant locks himself and his staff away to work on tax returns.  He spends dozens of hours working on our tax returns, and the cost to us is about $1500.00.  This is ridiculous!!  The present tax system is so complex and there are so many rules and regulations that it has become totally absurd.

            In 1999, I saved every receipt for everything my family and I purchased for the entire year.  I totaled the amount of sales taxes, hidden taxes we don't think about embedded in our utility bills, phone bills and gasoline bills.  I also tracked the vehicle taxes, personal property taxes, real property taxes, and every other tax imposed upon us.

At the end of the year, the amount of taxes we had paid amounted to 58% of our total income for the year.  No wonder we felt poor!  No wonder it takes both of us working full-time to maintain a household.  I would love to have stayed home with my children, but the taxes we were paying forced me to work.

Gayle Rubino-individual submission  

            The year I was born, 1955, the total tax burden on the average American was a whopping 5%.  Fifty years later it is more like 55%. Taxation is completely out of control and the tax system is in dyer need of reconstruction.  We demand some reform.

            The present tax code forces us to play games with our income, use all kinds of tax strategies, and plan our lives around what our probable tax liability will be.  "Can we move this year?  No, we can't because we can't sell the house yet because of the tax liability.  Do we have the money for our son's college tuition?  Well, not without taking a slam in the tax department."  The current tax system is controlling our lives, and we are sick and tired of it!!!

            Please consider an easier, fairer, broad-based taxation system. It can be done.  Thank you.  Respectfully submitted,

Gayle Rubino
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"An investment in knowledge always pays the best interest"--Ben Franklin

