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TO comments@taxreformpanel.gov

FROM Rich Putman, individual

220 Terrace Drive; Mankato, MN 56001

Subject: Goals that the tax reform panel should try to achieve as it evaluates the existing tax system and recommends options for reform.
Easy to Understand
When Money Magazine year after year submits the same tax data to 40 tax preparers and consistently gets back 40 different answers, clearly the entire basis of the existing income tax system is fatally flawed, and further “tweaking” is NOT the answer. 

Slash Compliance Costs
Compliance costs for the current income tax system are conservatively estimated at $225 billion per year. This is an unacceptable, unproductive drag on the US economy.

Eliminate Special Interest Influence
With the current system, people and organizations with lots of money can effectively buy legislation which grants them special favors. This creates a cynical citizenry who are more likely to try to cheat the system to make up for the special favors that THEY are not able to get for themselves. 

Consistency Over Time
It’s very frustrating for both organizations and individuals to try to prudently plan financially when the ground rules keep changing. 

Restore Privacy
The current income tax system routinely invades citizen privacy. Unacceptable.

Slash the Likelihood of Fraud
By doing that a  draconian enforcement agency like the IRS should no longer be needed. 

Slash Noncompliance
The tax system should NATURALLY result in most people paying their share of taxes. Compliance should NOT depend upon draconian collection measures. In the current system people involved in illegal activities such as the hard drug trade, don’t pay income taxes. 

Tax Payments Should Be Highly Visible
How much government to we really want? To answer that question we need to be fully aware of what we’re paying for government. Withholding taxes hide that pain, thus making people more unlikely to speak their mind. 

The Tax System Should Make Organizations More Efficient
That will make the US more competitive in World commerce.

The Tax System Should Encourage Savings
Our current savings rate is abysmal. Savings and investment are necessary for continued economic growth and prosperity. 

Treat All Taxpayers Equally
The current tax system is the antithesis of this goal.

Rich Putman

