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Answer to question 2: Aspects of the tax system that are unfair.

Government needs to solely confer civil unions as a means to provide financial and legal benefits to individuals who commit to supporting each other for an extended period of time. Government should leave the responsibility of conferring the status of marriage upon couples to non-governmental institutions (NGOs), primarily the religious.
Faith traditions around the world define marriage as a sacred institution between a man and women that brings with it certain requirements and certain responsibilities. Governments support the institution of marriage, as they should, by providing to married couples benefits by treating the two peoples as a single legal entity for purposes of law and each person being given certain rights that allow him/her to support the other in times of need.

Problems with this:

(a) Government has contributed to the downfall of the sacred institution of marriage. Use of the term of marriage in law has resulted in people too easily entering into what is seen as a true marriage covenants that don’t carry the strength or responsibilities of marriage. 
(b) There are many valid cases where a marriage is not the appropriate commitment to enter into. Senior citizens that have been single or widowed may desire non-carnal companionship, efficiencies of private communal living and support from each other in case of emergencies. Such a relationship is not a marriage and right fully so they do not want to enter into a marriage. However, they want to be granted certain benefits and rights so they can support each other in their final years.

Solution:

(a) Conferring the status of marriage should be left to our NGOs to handle as they each see fit. Laws, specifically tax law, should be simplified to remove government from the business of conferring anything called a marriage.
(b) The government must recognize any marriage conferred by a NGO as a civil union.
(c) Citizens should be able to establish a civil union that is not a marriage.

----Original Message-----

From: Steve Weissenburger [mailto:weissenburgersj@hotmail.com] 

Sent: Saturday, March 19, 2005 2:33 PM

To: comments@taxreformpanel.gov

Subject: Response to request for comments #1

I tried to send this all yesterday but my e-mail service was not cooperating. I'm hopeful you'll still accept my valuable comments directly in response to request for comments #1.

Sincerely,

Steven J. Weissenburger

Nashville, TN

In the received comments area, I can only see the excel list of comments - I cannot view the files linked; the links reference local hard drive locations, not web addresses. PS

