-----Original Message-----

From: Mark Stephenson [mailto:marks@jaguarot.com] 

Sent: Saturday, March 19, 2005 3:04 PM

To: comments@taxreformpanel.gov

Subject: ...from a Sole Proprietor

I spend a half an hour a month calculating my sales taxes for the City of Phoenix and the State of Arizona. I spend at least two weeks (probably more) over the course of the year tracking expenses, entering information, calculating income, filling out tax forms, and writing checks for income taxes. An entire week of productivity is lost prior to filing as I double-check everything.

Moving to a consumption tax would allow me, and probably all other small businesses, to use the lost time productively and cut bookkeeping and tax preparation expenses. That alone would increase the tax base. While paying more taxes isn't one of my favorite things, if it's because I've made more money, I won't mind a bit.

Mark Stephenson

Jaguar Office Technologies

Phoenix, AZ

