-----Original Message-----

From: Dennis R. M. Teall-Fleming [mailto:teallfleming@yahoo.com] 

Sent: Tuesday, March 15, 2005 5:09 PM

To: comments

Cc: field@hrc.org

Subject: Comments on Tax Code

     Please find my comments attached to this email as

a Word document.  Thank you.

                     Dennis Teall-Fleming

                     2424 Middleton Drive

                     Gastonia, NC 28054

....and Jesus said, "I have come to call not the righteous,

     but sinners".                       -Mark 2:17

Those who cannot see the face of Christ in the poor

     are atheists indeed.               -Dorothy Day

There is no way to Peace.  Peace is the Way.

                                        -M.K. Gandhi









March 15, 2005


The tax code needs to be reformed for the benefit of same-gender couples, who unfortunately do not have the same rights as many heterosexual couples.  This is an issue of justice and equal rights, as same-gender couples do not have access to the “separate and unequal” legal institution of marriage, available only to people of different genders.  Consider that:

-same-gender couples pay more on their income and payroll taxes for health insurance, as their dependents don’t qualify as spouses;

-flex benefits can be used for a spouse of a different gender, but not of the same gender, even if the couple is legally married (a gross violation of states’ rights to determine legal definitions of marriage);

-same-gender couples pay the same payroll taxes as different-gender couples, and yet receive no retirement savings benefits or death benefits under Social Security;

-same-gender couples receive no estate tax privileges, even those that have obtained a legal marriage or civil union.

I am a heterosexual, married to a wonderful person of the opposite gender, the father of three beautiful girls, and an employee of a Roman Catholic church, and I see such gross mistreatment of millions of our citizens as an unjust financial burden.  Let’s get past the theocratic ramblings of a few on the religious and political Right, and work for a truly fair, just, and equitable tax code, for all hard-working, tax-paying Americans.  Thank you for your time.






Sincerely,






Dennis R. M. Teall-Fleming






2424 Middleton Drive






Gastonia, NC 28054

