Dear Sir:

Subject:  Tax Reform
I would like to express my support for equal treatment of same sex couples within the federal tax laws.  Even President Bush has stated that same sex couples are as much a family as he and Mrs. Bush.  Currently same sex families are harmed in many ways in federal laws.  The children of same sex couples are left unprotected and are put at harm due to the differences between different sex couples and same sex couples.  Same sex couples pay just as much federal taxes and social security taxes, but are harmed dramatically with the death of a spouse/partner.  Some areas that need to be updated to treat same sex families equally are:

1. Health Insurance for Partners:  Same sex couples are taxed unfairly for this benefit if even available to them while different sex couples are not taxed at all.

2. Flexible Spending Accounts:  Same sex couples can not cover their spouse/partner or partner’s kids for this benefit while different sex couples are allowed this benefit.

3. Retirement Savings:  Same sex couples have to pay taxes immediately on 401 K accounts in the event of death of their spouse.  While different sex couples are allowed to roll over the account into the surviving spouses name tax free.  Same sex couples are not eligible for Social Security survivor benefits for the spouse or the children of the couple.
4. Estate Taxes:  Same sex couples are treated as strangers under the current tax codes, therefore requiring them to pay excessive estate taxes in the event of the death of one of the partners while different sex couples can inherit most if not all the estate tax free.  

5. Social Security:  Under social security same sex couples and their children are treated as strangers therefore ineligible for any benefits in the death of one of the partners.  Same sex couples pay the same taxes, but only receive minimum benefits compared to different sex couples.  Children of same sex couples are not allowed benefits under social security in the event of death of one of their parents due to the fact their parents are not allowed to marry.  

In doing your mission of creating tax reform, please remember to protect children and families by eliminating the unfair penalties currently imposed on same sex couples and their children.  Same sex families deserve to receive the same benefits as different sex families.  Same sex families pay just as much taxes, extremely more in death, but receive only very few of the same benefits as the different sex family.  Anything you can do to make the tax reform fair to all citizens of the United States would be greatly appreciated.
Sincerely,

Donald Price

203 Sweetbriar St

Peachtree City, GA. 30269

-----Original Message-----

From: Donnie Price [mailto:rickynelsonfan@hotmail.com] 

Sent: Tuesday, March 15, 2005 1:02 PM

To: comments

Subject: Tax Reform

Attached is a letter in word.  Thanks for your assistance in this matter.

