Dear Advisory Panel:  My name is Jerry Ouellet.  I'm 58 years old and I'm fortunate to live in a state MA) which allowed my partner of six years to get legally married.  This is one small step towards equality.  How you feel about are marriage really doesn't matter to us.  But how we as taxpaying citizens are being single out and unjustly taxed does matter to us.  My

husband and I have been law abiding citizens all our lives.   We have

accumulated property, pensions and retirement accounts.  I was also in the Army during the Vietnam Conflict and still at my age find myself and my husband being treated like second class citizens and highly discriminated in our Federal Gov..  As same-gender partners, we have never had joint health insurance in both of our working careers.  If something was to happen to either one of us, we would be unjustly tax under current survival benefits. How would you feel if your spouse would be unjustly tax if you were in our shoes? And as same-gender partners, we will not receive survivor's benefits when one of us should die, even though we each paid into our social security system.  What's wrong with this picture.  We are tired of hearing about traditional marriage and how their religion or bible might feel about the GLBT community.  Our constitution was not written by the pope or any other right wing religious group that are spending millions of dollars to keep discrimination against all GLBT ongoing because that's the way it has always been and that's what their GOD says.  We are both Christians and OUR GOD loves all people .  So let's quit this religious bullsh_to and get down to

what is RIGHT FOR ALL AMERICANS.   EQUAL REPRESENTATION FOR EQUAL TAXATION.

Where have you all heard this before?  This country needs another "tea party" to wake up our Gov. in Washington.  And this panel has the ability to

do whets RIGHT FOR ALL AMERICANS.   Sincerely, Jerry Ouellet & Richard

Kaminski

