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March 15, 2005

The President’s Advisory Panel on Federal Tax Reform

1440 New York Avenue NW

Suite 2100

Washington, DC 20220

Members of the Panel,

     You face an enormous task; one that affects each and every one of us Americans and  I hope that you consider all aspects of the taxing system.  I appreciate you taking time to  listen to  my concerns; I surprise myself that I would take to task the time to write you but I feel passionate about this particular subject.  

     First let me introduce myself.  I am Dr Alfred Marquez, a dentist here in El Paso, Born and raised here in the Sun City.  I am not a politician, nor a policy maker. I accept criticism; I do not claim to always be right except when it comes to my children.  Some 4-5 years ago I was Mr. Joe Average.  Went to work, watched football, basketball, read the newspaper, listened to the news, did talk radio, formed my opinion and voted based on venues of information.  I lived in the freest, most blessed country on this planet.   Like most of us, I have taken my freedom for granted.

     Today I feel that Freedom is not what you and I knew as children and this country is changing dramatically due in part to apathy or just being stuck in the box, stuck in our daily routines and not realizing what is going on around us.  A famous American Patrick Henry is quoted as saying, “It is natural for man to indulge in the illusion of hope.  He is apt to shut his eyes against the painful truths.”  Perhaps we see things that are questionable or not right but we hesitate to react; we are too involved in our own thing; the job, family, entertainment, music, cars, the kids and so on.  

     The present tax system has slowly crept up on us and has become an unbearable, unacceptable, unconstitutional, burden on every American.   It is a system that is broken and one that needs to be fixed; not an easy task.  

     First of all, if we honestly examine our tax system we would all agree that it is complex and vague:  we are responsible to know the 17 million words that make up the tax code.  There are 2,840 pages in the tax code and if you include all the rules and regulations that jumps up to 48,000 pages.  Is this fair, is this right, is this what our founding fathers had in mind?  One report I read states the following.  Not even the IRS employees get it.  It is estimated that telephone inquiries to the agency result in 27% error and  37% of audits are inaccurate.    

     The Income tax is social engineering at its worse where the system treats individuals differently at the same income levels as they apply special exemptions, deductions, credits, etc.   Some people get away with certain deductions, others don’t.  In 1920, an American worked until January 29th before earning enough to pay all tax obligations…today that has extended to June 5th. That means that an average American works until noon or there abouts to pay their tax obligation.  Medieval serfs had to pay the lord of the land one third of their output and they were considered slaves.  Is there a problem here?  

   I have heard and now believe that much fraud has been perpetrated on the American people to bear as the tax system is imposed on us.  There are many, many stories of people that have suffered at the hands of Gestapo like tactics of the IRS agency.  One that comes to mind is that of Mr. Dick Simkanin of Fort Worth, who was unfairly prosecuted and imprisoned for questioning the system.  Mr. Simkanin brought legitimate challenges that should have been heard and addressed head on.  What baffles me is that he had been acquitted twice before by two Grand Juries and when finally charged by a third; it was only because he could not bring forth his evidence.  Then he hangs a Jury that cannot reach a decision.  Finally, he is not allowed to present evidence in his last trail where he was found guilty.   Is this the type of taxing system we need to put up with?  What happened to a government of the people, by the people, for the people?   

     I hope that you take to heart this enormous task.  I hope that you remember that there is still suppose to be a Constitution which offers guidelines.  Most of all, I hope you let your hearts and mind be guided to be fair and just to all.  Let’s keep America free!  There is a problem and it needs to be fixed.

Respectfully,

Alfred Marquez, Jr., DDS

El Paso, Texas

