To Whom It Concerns,

I believe that the current tax structure is unfair to gay, lesbian, bisexual and trans-gendered citizens.  I believe that the push for and against gay-marriage equality is rooted more in the financial aspects than the moral aspects.  There is an old saying when it comes to political motivation, “Follow the money”.  Obviously, the politicians do not wish to cut off their source of money from a group that is a minority not large enough or respected enough to be able to fight for equality.

Here are the facts:

1.  Unmarried couples pay taxes on their partner's health insurance that
is provided by their employer, when married couples do not.

2.  Retirement benefits for un-married partners are taxed higher than
a married couple.

3.  Un-married couples can't use flexible medical accounts for their partner's
medical costs.

4.  Children of same-sex parents may not be recognized as dependents for
tax purposes.

For many years, the GLBT community has been accused of having “an agenda” to gain special rights.  The opposite is actually more accurate.  Those opposed to GLBT equality are fighting to protect the “special rights” associated with marriage in the tax structure.

In closing, let me recite from the Pledge of Allegiance… “One Nation, Under God, indivisible, with Liberty and Justice for all.”

Thank You,
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