March 15, 2005

Dear Members of the Tax Reform Panel:

      
My elderly neighbor, Tom Cranmar, was “widowed” by his partner of 25 years, Art, about 6 years ago.  Art died of a brain tumor, but while he was alive and working he was known as the foremost expert on asbestos in the field.  In fact, he worked as the asbestos consultant to the World Trade Centers.  

     
As an artist, with works in the Smithsonian in Washington, DC, Tom never had a salaried income and therefore did not pay into Social Security, but Art did.  After Art died, because the law discriminates against same-gender couples, Tom was not eligible to collect under Art’s Social Security, which opposite-gender married couples are.


Tom is now faced with having to sell his home because he cannot afford the upkeep and taxes.  In addition, he just had major surgery, removing a tumor from his kidney, and will be forced to sell his home in order to pay for the medical expenses, hospital bill, and doctors’ bills.  


Please consider extending tax benefits to same-gender, long-term committed couples.  This is just one example of how laws discriminating against same-gender couples negatively impact on members of our society.


Thank you for your consideration.

Michael Davis

65 Stouts Valley Road

Easton, PA  18042
---Original Message-----

From: Mackelbee@aol.com [mailto:Mackelbee@aol.com] 

Sent: Tuesday, March 15, 2005 1:07 PM

To: comments

Subject: extend tax benefits to same-gender couples

Attached is a letter describing another injustice to gay people that our discriminatory laws foster.  Thank you for your time and consideration.

