-----Original Message-----

From: cathy copeland [mailto:teachc@earthlink.net] 

Sent: Tuesday, March 15, 2005 7:00 AM

To: comments

Cc: field@hrc.org

Subject: 

Advisory Panel on Tax Reform:

As a gay American who is in a committed relationship, I feel that my partner and I are discriminated against under today's tax laws.  I am a retired teacher in the state of Texas who is disabled.  I receive no health insurance benefits and am unable to receive benefits through my partner's insurance.

I will be discriminated against, if and when, my partner dies through estate and gift tax laws, social security benefits, etc.

There is No equality for gays when it comes to the way the government treats us.  Please be a part of changing that.

cathy copeland

teachc@earthlink.net <mailto:teachc@earthlink.net> 

