-----Original Message-----

From: Patty [mailto:pattyence@yahoo.com] 

Sent: Tuesday, March 15, 2005 1:59 AM

To: comments

Subject: Some Ideas

Tax reform to me does not mean finding different ways

to tax the have nots and give "relief" to the

wealthiest individuals.  It means making the system

fair.  Any reform should include fair play for gay and

lesbian partners, or any domestic partners.  Granted,

we a couple of years away from clearing the legal

hurdle of giving the freedom to marry to gay and

lesbian couples, but some relief is needed for the

sake of fairness.  I cite these examples:

    * Unmarried couples pay taxes on their partner's

health insurance when it is provided by an employer. 

Do married couples pay taxes on their spouses health

insurance when it's provided.  No.  Unfair.  Unequal

treatment.

    * You can't use your flexible medical account for

your partner's medical costs.  Can a married person

use their flexible medical account for spouse's

medical costs.  Yes.  Unfair.  Unequal treatment.

    * My retirement benefits under Social Security (if

it's even there when the time comes) cannot be given

to my partner.  Can a married person receive benefits

as earned by a higher-earning spouse.  Yes.  Unfair. 

Unequal treatment.

    * Children of same-sex parents may not be

recognized as dependents for tax purposes.  What's

that about?  If I support this family why can't I get

tax credit for doing so?

Thanks you for considering tax fairness when you

consider tax reform.  And please, spare me any tax

"relief."

Patricia Barden

Takoma Park, MD

Patty 

http://www.toad.net/~pbarden/index.html/
__________________________________ 
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