-----Original Message-----

From: Antiiee@aol.com [mailto:Antiiee@aol.com] 

Sent: Tuesday, March 15, 2005 3:36 PM

To: comments

Cc: field@hrc.org

Subject: Protecting children w/in the framework of tax reform

It seems as if President Bush's agenda is to destroy the American Family. By putting up barriers to a distinct group of Americans, you are undermining the health, both financial and physical, of many American families; this puts children at risk.  These families pay higher tax rates because you deem them unworthy of the basic right to choose their spouse.  Attached you will find a list of the roadblocks that are put in the path of same sex couples.

I am asking that you put children first by putting equality into our tax system.  

Eileen Ahearn

863 57th Street

Brooklyn, NY 11220

718-854-5542

Same sex couples must pay income and payroll tax on the health insurance premiums their employers provide for domestic partners who do not otherwise qualify as dependents. Benefits for different-sex spouses are not subject to this tax. 
Employees can use flexible spending accounts to pay for a different-sex spouse's medical expenses.  These accounts cannot be used for a same-sex partner, or even a same-sex spouse. 
Tax treatment of retirement savings, such as those found in 401(k) plans, privileges spouses and penalizes same-sex couples. This is problem is made even more acute by the fact that same-sex couples are denied survivors' benefits under Social Security, even though they pay the same payroll taxes as heterosexual workers. 
Different-sex spouses get a complete exemption from estate and gift taxes. But same-sex partners, even ones who are married in Massachusetts or parties to civil unions in Vermont, are treated as strangers under the tax code. So when a partner dies, their estate is subject to taxation. 
Equal Contribution, Unequal Benefits:  All GLBT people pay into Social Security on an equal basis with their heterosexual counterparts, but are not eligible for equal benefits. 
Children Are Left Unprotected:  Sixty percent of children being raised by same-sex couples live in a jurisdiction where second-parent adoption is unavailable, meaning that these children cannot secure a recognized legal relationship with one of their parents. When a parent dies without such a legal relationship, the surviving child is not eligible for surviving child benefits under Social Security, even though the deceased parent paid into the program, and even if the parent supported the child for her whole life. 
Even When a Child is Legally Adopted by Same-Sex Partner, Benefits are STILL Unavailable:  Social Security provides "surviving parent" benefits to the parent caring for a minor child when the other parent dies. But all children raised by same-sex couples are excluded from this benefit, even though their parents pay equally into Social Security, because it is only given to couples who are recognized as "spouses" under federal law, which same-sex couples are not. Even though the benefit is for children and not spouses, children being raised by GLBT people are denied it because their parents cannot marry. 
