14 March 2005

The President's Advisory Panel on Federal Tax Reform 
1440 New York Avenue NW Suite 2100 
Washington, DC 20220 

Re: Unfair Taxation of Same Sex Couples

Dear Panel Members,

I’m writing to explain the ways that I and my life partner are unfairly taxed under the present system and to ask you to explore these issues further and to include these considerations in your final report on the matter. 

As noted below, the current tax system treats us as complete strangers, despite being similarly-situated to a mixed-sex couple, in that we have lived together and been emotionally and financially interdependent for over 14 years. Even if legal marriage equality were available in our state, current Federal law still discriminates against us.

Employer Health Care Coverage: Adding my partner – a homemaker and not otherwise gainfully employed – to my employer’s health plan, causes me to pay income and payroll tax on the health insurance premiums to cover my partner. Benefits for my colleagues with a different-sex spouse are not subject to this tax. 

Retirement Fund Contributions: My work colleagues with a different-sex marriage partner are permitted under Federal Law to make contributions to their spouse’s Roth IRA plans. if I wanted to contribute to my life partner’s IRA, this is a benefit of which I cannot take advantage.


Survivor’s and Disability Benefits: Although I pay into these systems alongside my heterosexual colleagues, their surviving spouse would be entitled to the deceased or disabled partner’s benefits. Faced with a similar plight, my same-sex spouse would not be recognized and would be left destitute.

Under current law, same-sex partners are at a real economic disadvantage because we are considered to be legal strangers — no more connected than if I left a bequest to my neighbor down the street. To me, this underscores very real economic discrimination.

I believe that, as Americans, if we can’t afford to treat all similarly-situated couples equally regardless of sexual orientation, then we should not extend these benefits to just one class of couples (i.e., heterosexual only).

Some argue that ending this legal discrimination would require the tax system to be administered fairly among all similarly-situated couples regardless of sexual orientation, thereby costing the system in lost tax revenue. However, to continue the current situation of treating similarly-situated couples unequally by recognizing only heterosexual couples amounts to a “financial/economic free pass” to collect our taxes and then deny us equal access to benefits. This amounts to second class citizenship for same-sex couples and it is simply un-American.

Thank you for considering these matters when you prepare your final report on this subject.

Signed,



Bernhard Vey 

3801 Market St., #2

San Francisco, CA 94131

-----Original Message-----

From: Tim [mailto:tsally@pacbell.net] 

Sent: Monday, March 14, 2005 2:08 PM

To: comments

Subject: Unfair Taxation of Same Sex Couples

Please see the attached Word document containing my submission of comments regarding Unfair Taxation of Same Sex Couples.

Bernhard Vey

San Francisco

