----Original Message-----

From: Martha Trolin [mailto:mojotro@plateautel.net] 

Sent: Monday, March 14, 2005 1:18 PM

To: comments

Subject: Unfair Tax Burdens

Dear tax Reform Panel Members,

Loretta and I have been in a committed relationship for just under 21 

years.  We were married 2 years ago in Victoria Canada.  Unless the 

federal laws change for same sex couples, she and I and our siblings 

and nieces and nephews will suffer a tax burden that no heterosexual 

married couple and their family will suffer.

Regardless of who of us dies first, our estate will be 

tax--immediately.  Because we cannot take the marital exemption, we and 

our families, in essence will be taxed twice and immediately upon each 

of our deaths.  In order to not put one of us and or our siblings in 

the position of having to sell property or stock to pay the $1,500,000 

worth of taxes the we as a lesbian married couple cannot defer until 

the second of us dies  (that no married heterosexual couple would pay) 

we have to take out an insurance policy that will cost us over $20,000 

a year in order to not have a fire sale when the first of us die.

We have worked hard all our lives, we have paid all our taxes, we have 

wills to protect us and our families as best we legally can.  But we 

are unable to protect our families in the ways that any other loving, 

married, committed couple can.  If you are truly looking to reform the 

tax system.  Look to reform the inequity suffered by Loretta and I and 

over half a million other hard working gay and lesbian families (2000 

Census data) in the United States.

Thank you,

Mrs. & Mrs. Martha & Loretta TrolinAtkins

PO Box 116

San Jose, New Mexico 87565

505-421-2367

