----Original Message-----

From: Sharleen Stueland [mailto:sharleen50@comcast.net] 

Sent: Monday, March 14, 2005 1:13 PM

To: comments

Subject: Unfair Taxation

I am a partner in a gay relationship.  We have been together since 1993, have raised 4 children together, and now are facing a health crisis.  I have developed a chronic disease and have been out of work for 1 year.  Since last June, I have had to pay COBRA to maintain my health insurance.  I have spent down all my savings for  medicines, doctor visits, and insurance; a bill of approximately $600 per month.  If my partner and I had been on the same insurance plan, we would have saved approximately $250 per month.

My illness has also caused us to truly examine our unequal tax situation. My disease has a 5% per year mortality and I am 51 years old.  I will probably not collect all the Social Security that I have paid into since I was 16 and my partner will not be allowed to collect survivor benefits at my

death.  This is grossly unfair.   The same is true for the Disability

benefits that I have paid into; she will not be entitled to any benefits that any other hetero spouse would receive.

On my death, my partner will face unfair death taxes on my retirement accounts.  The estimate on that discrimination will probably be over $10,000, a very significant sum for a middle class retired person. Likewise, my partner will be subject to estate taxes as if we were merely roommates sharing a house.  If our relationship were legalized in marriage, we would be allowed the estate exemption that hetero couples receive.  This discrimination is grossly unfair and un-American.

It is time to stop treating my minority group like second class citizens. We deserve the same benefits that 90% of our society is entitled to. America has always worked toward a stance against discrimination of minorities, and I know that one day all gay folks will be treated as equal citizens.  Let us work to stop the discrimination today instead of tomorrow.

 Thank you for your consideration,

Sharleen Stueland

Anoka, Minnesota 

