-----Original Message-----

From: field@hrc.org [mailto:field@hrc.org] 

Sent: Monday, March 14, 2005 1:36 PM

To: comments

Subject: FW: Unfair tax situation

 <mailto:heather.wellman@hrc.org>  

-----Original Message-----

From: Karen Silverstrim [mailto:ksilverstrim@yahoo.com] 

Sent: Monday, March 14, 2005 12:46 PM

To: field

Subject: Unfair tax situation

My partner Melanie and I have been together for five years this May.  I have two children by a previous marriage.  The father of my children lives in another state and has for years.  His child support is hit and miss and currently is in arrears.  My partner Melanie provides the majority of support for my two children.  She has given them a house to live in, pays all the utilities, some of the groceries, and pays for other items as the kids needs require.  

For three years while I was in law school and Melanie supported me and my children, she could not claim them as dependants and get a tax benefit for all the support she provided.  My income was so low that I didn't receive any tax credit either.  My ex-husband asked if he could claim them on his taxes, even though they didn't live with him and he wasn't paying child support regularly, so the tax credit wouldn't go to waste.  I consented, hoping the tax benefit to him would trickle down to the kids, it didn't.  

It was very frustrating for Melanie and I to see him claim a credit he didn't earn or deserve, while she silently supported his kids with no recognition.  The tax laws need to change.  If children are living in your household and you are providing the majority of their support, you should get a tax credit for that, regardless of familial status or right-wing religious propoganda on what constitutes a family.  

Karen Silverstrim

Karen Silverstrim
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