March 14, 2005

To the Committee on Tax Reform:

I would like to start by saying how pleased I am that you are reviewing the tax code and considering ways to make it clearer, simpler, and fairer.  In particular, I am interested in some of the areas of tax code that are exclusionary and potentially discriminative.  Specifically, tax codes that threaten the rights of citizens who are gay, lesbian, bisexual, and transgender are of particular interest to me.  I should note that I am not part of this group, but find their struggles to gain equal rights and protections to be one that is close to my heart as I have family and friends that struggle with these issues on a daily basis.
It is important to me that any law that we as citizens of this country must abide by, be equal and fair for all of us.  If any of us are eliminated from the protections of the law, we are all impacted negatively by that inequality.  Particularly when the subject of tax code is broached, it is my feeling that we all should hold responsibilities and privileges as a result of our citizenship.  The tax code, as currently written, is not only difficult to understand and full of loopholes, but is also discriminatory to people in same-sex relationships.  It is my fervent hope that any recommendations that your committee makes address these issues.  Following is a short list of some specific areas that I would like to see changed in any new tax code that is developed.

1. Ensure that income and payroll taxes that are now required to be paid for domestic partner’s health insurance premiums are revoked to match the tax laws for different-sex spouses.
2. Allow same-sex couples to use their flexible spending accounts to pay for their spouse or partner’s medical expenses 
3. Allow same-sex couples the same privileges to receive a partner’s retirement savings without the tax penalty as different-sex couples.  This is also an issue as related to Social Security because same-sex couples cannot receive survivor’s benefits.
4. Remove the “strangers under the law” policies for same-sex couples as they relate to estate and gift taxes.  Allow these couples the same right to inherit their spouse’s estate without tax. 
In addition:

1. Ensure that all gay, lesbian, bisexual, and transgender people receive equal benefits under Social Security.
2. Ensure that same-sex couples receive the same death benefits as those of us that are heterosexual.
3. Ensure that same-sex couples receive the same disability benefits as those of us that are heterosexual.
4. Ensure that children who have only been allowed to be adopted by one parent in a same-sex couple are able to receive benefits from their other parent in the event of their death.
5. Ensure that children living with same-sex parents are eligible to receive “surviving parent” benefits. 

All of the points I have listed appear to me to be areas in which our laws are discriminatory and unfair.  It is my expectation that these areas will be changed to reflect the true value of being an American citizen: We all have the right to pursue our lives and happiness here, and we all value this so much that we ensure this right for everyone.
Sincerely,

Molly McKenzie

-----Original Message-----

From: mollymck@hometownu.com [mailto:mollymck@hometownu.com] 

Sent: Monday, March 14, 2005 1:58 PM

To: comments

Cc: field@hrc.org

Subject: Input on tax reform

Please find an attached letter outlining my thoughts on tax reform.

