The legal test of dependents for tax purposes should be whether you actually financially support the person; not what your blood relationship to them is. It is time to update the tax code to reflect the diversity of American families in the 21st century.

The current tax code discriminates unfairly against many families, including committed gay and lesbian couples. 15 years ago I was completely disabled for three years. During that three years my lesbian life partner supported us both. She worked three jobs to do so. She earned about $20,000 a year, which was not enough to cover the basics of food, rent, and medical care. We had to go into deep credit card debt for my medical expenses and basic necessities. Yet when she filed her income tax, she was taxed as a single person with no dependents. This was outrageously unfair. $20,000 would have been plenty to support her (at that time) comfortably, while still contributing her fair share to the nation in the form of taxes, but $20,000 was completely inadequate to care for her and a disabled partner. Yet she was taxed as if she were footloose and fancy free. Gay and lesbian people are not the only people with dependents who do not fall neatly into the tax codes categories of acceptable dependents. American families are not all nuclear, and we have to update the tax code to reflect the diversity of families: aunts or even family friends caring for the children of drug-addicted parents; lesbian wage-earners supporting their partners and their partner’s birth children; the list goes on and on. The legal test of dependents for tax purposes should be whether you actually financially support the person; not what your blood relationship to them is. It’s time to update the tax code to reflect the reality of the diversity of American families in the 21st century.
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