-----Original Message-----

From: Jacobson, Sharon [mailto:SJacobson@crcds.edu] 

Sent: Monday, March 14, 2005 2:21 PM

To: comments

Cc: Field@hrc.org

Subject: tax reform

As one half of a same sex couple, I experience adverse tax consequences as a result of current tax structures in numerous ways.  for example, i have to pay income and payroll tax on the health insurance premiums my employer provides for domestic partnership coverage. Benefits for different-sex spouses are not subject to this tax. While my employer has a flexible spending plan, I cannot use it for my partner's expenses. If my partner dies or retires, then I will be penalized by differential treatment in the way the income is viewed.  this is compounded by the fact that despite the fact that when my partner or I die we are not eligible for survivor's benefits, even though i pay the same amount of taxes as my heterosexual colleagues. if either of us should become disabled, we are not eligible for spousal benefits.  finally, even though we share expenses, we have to separate things and file separately.  these are just a few of the ways in which our taxes are adversely affected -- Sharon Jacobson

******************************************* 

Honesty is more than just not being dishonest. It is an 

active choice to be responsible for the choices we make before we act upon them so that we can stand up for them and not be tempted to be dishonest. 

*******************************************

Sharon Jacobson, Ed.D. aka "Dr. J" 

(585) 256-0448 (home) 

(716) 729-6113 (cell) 

(585) 395-5700(department/office) 

*******************************************

