March 14, 2005
The President's Advisory Panel on Federal Tax Reform

1440 New York Avenue NW Suite 2100

Washington, DC 20220

Dear Advisory Panel:


I understand that your panel is working to find options to reform the tax code to make it simpler, fairer, and more pro-growth to benefit all Americans.  I noticed during this past year how the current tax laws affect me and my partner, Marites.  Marites and I do not have the same tax benefits as heterosexual married partners, despite being committed in a California Domestic Partnership.  I certainly cannot claim to be any sort of tax expert.  I do not have an expert understanding of what sort of tax laws everyone adheres to, but I did discover a few things.  

First, I added Marites to my health insurance through my employer this year.  The cost of my health insurance is paid with pre-tax dollars.  The cost of my partner’s health insurance is paid with after-tax dollars, which is a significant addition to the overall cost.  Second, Marites cannot use the flexible spending account unless she is listed as a dependant, which, of course, she is not.   

These issues may seem small, but they are not trivial.  Money is money.  Marites and I are not rich and we work just as hard as heterosexual couples do.  We would like the same rights and protections.  We would like to be treated equally and without discrimination.  If you really want to make the tax code fairer and more beneficial to all Americans, change these discriminatory practices.


I am happy to speak with you further if I can be of more help to your panel.






Thank you,






Valda Hahn






890 S. Rosemead Blvd. #17






Pasadena, CA  91107 
-----Original Message-----

From: vhahn@att.net [mailto:vhahn@att.net] 

Sent: Monday, March 14, 2005 1:07 PM

To: comments

Subject: Tax Reform Panel

Please find attached my suggestions for your Tax Reform Panel.

Thank you,

Valda Hahn

