----Original Message-----

From: Jessica Goodkind [mailto:JGoodkind@salud.unm.edu] 

Sent: Monday, March 14, 2005 1:04 PM

To: comments

Cc: field@hrc.org

Subject: tax code unfair to many citizens

To Whom It May Concern,

I would like to voice my concerns about the tax code's unfair treatment of same-sex couples.  There are numerous ways in which the tax code discriminates against same-sex couples.  For instance, many same-sex couples would like to get married and have their relationships recognized legally, but since they are not allowed to, they face substantial financial penalties.  If same-sex couples work for employers who are fair enough to provide domestic partner benefits, they must still pay taxes on their partner's health insurance that is provided by their employer, while married couples would not have to.  In addition, retirement benefits for a person in a same-sex relationship's partner will be taxed higher than for a married couple, and children of same-sex parents may not be recognized as dependents for tax purposes.  I strongly believe that the tax code should be amended to provide the same financial treatment to all people, whether they be married couples or domestic partners.  A tax code that discriminates is not consistent with the principles on which our country was founded.

I look forward to your response to these issues.

Sincerely,

Jessica Goodkind, Ph.D.

Research Assistant Professor

University of New Mexico Health Sciences Center

Center for Health Promotion and Disease Prevention

MSC 11 6145

Albuquerque, NM 87131

phone: (505) 272-0046

fax: (505) 272-4857

email: jgoodkind@salud.unm.edu <mailto:jgoodkind@salud.unm.edu> 

