-----Original Message-----

From: Derek Garcia [mailto:derek2600@yahoo.com] 

Sent: Monday, March 14, 2005 2:14 PM

To: comments

Cc: field@hrc.org

Subject: Equalize the tax code for GLBT families

Dear Tax Reform panel

I am writing in support of the Human Rights Campaign's (HRC) efforts to ensure tax equality for the families of gay, lesbian, bisexual, and transgendered people.  Tax equality is one of the foundational measures concerning broader messages of equality communicated to the citizens of our nation.  No taxation, especially unfair or discriminatory taxation, should be levied against citizens on the basis of who they are, whether it be a matter of sexual orientation, gender, race, religion, or any of the other numerous facets of diversity that makes our democracy strong.  Currently, GLBT families are often unable to define children as dependents, share benefits equally, or use a flexible medical plan to extend benefits to the people they love, or those with whom they are committed to long-term or lifetime relationships.  These are just three examples of hundreds of benefits denied to GLBT couples they are traditionally ext ended to married couples.

Please keep this in mind as you consider revisions to the tax code:  No special treatment, just equal treatment.

Sincerely,

Derek Garcia

Albuquerque, NM   

  _____  
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