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Dear Panel Members:

Thank you for the opportunity to participate in the process of reforming the federal tax code.  I offer the following comments:

1.  Headaches

Having just completed my tax returns for 2004, I am particularly bothered by the fact that I had to do my federal return twice, once as a single filer and once as a married filer.  This doubling of my effort is due to the fact that the federal tax code does not recognize my Civil Union as a marriage, yet because Vermont’s state taxes are based on the federal return, for state purposes I need to have a joint return.

I would pay marginally more in federal taxes if I were allowed to file with my CU partner as a married couple.  However, I would be willing to pay this “marriage penalty” in exchange for not having to do my tax returns twice.

2. Unfairness

In the past, I had my domestic partner on my health insurance.  My employer offered this benefit to my same-sex partner at the same cost as a married partner.  However, I was taxed by the federal government on the value of that coverage as “income”.  Married partners are not subject to this tax – thus my “equal benefits” cost me significantly more.  This is unfair.

4 Goals

The panel should strive to make the tax code fair for all American families, including those headed by same-sex couples.

Sincerely,

Amy Gamble

