-----Original Message-----

From: Gaduk@aol.com [mailto:Gaduk@aol.com] 

Sent: Monday, March 14, 2005 2:08 PM

To: comments

Cc: field@hrc.org

Subject: taxes

I urge you to protect same sex families with the new tax laws.

I was told by my accountant that our taxes this year would be different if our marriage were recognized in this country.  For example, last year I lost my job.  (I worked as a psychologist in a forensic inpatient hospital with clients found Not Guilty by Reason of Insanity). Well, actually, I quit my job because I was in fear of getting hurt.  I did not get unemployment.  I managed to get a few lower paying jobs here and there, and I had a lot of

medical bills.      I finally got a research job in January.

My wife supported me throughout the year, but she cannot claim me as her spouse - even though we were married in Canada, and had a religious ceremony

in California.   I was told that federal and state recognition of our

marriage would have saved us money, and we also could have saved money in medical costs.  Instead, we are treated as two singles and forced to pay more taxes.

Denying marriage benefits to same sex couples is discrimination, and I urge you to protect our civil liberties.  Gay americans and gay married couples

should not have to pay more taxes simply because we are gay.    Furthermore,

our tax dollars should not be given to fundamental or any other religious group that use that money to discriminate against us.  

