-----Original Message-----

From: Sarah Flynn [mailto:saraflynn@yahoo.com] 

Sent: Monday, March 14, 2005 12:57 PM

To: comments

Subject: Fwd: Tax REform

Note: forwarded message attached.

TO:  Taxpayers Reform Panel

FROM:   Sarah J. Flynn, Joanna E. Cole

RE:   Tax Code Reform for Same Sex Couples

Gentlepersons:

We are writing to add comment to the public file regarding the inequities of

current tax law regarding same sex couples.     Ms. Cole and I are in a

committed relationship.   I am the sole income provider as a retired senior

citizen.   Ms. Cole has several medical conditions that prevent her from

full time employment at the present.   

As you know, federal law forbids that I claim my partner as a spouse, even

though I am providing 100% of her support.   Recently, we moved to

Burlington, VT where it is possible to file two separate tas returns, one federal and one state, on the former I must indicate I am single, on the latter I can indicate I am partnered and claim my partner as a dependent

which she is.   

Ms. Cole is 10 years my junior.   When she retires she will receive one half

of my pension from the State of CT.   Because of her medical difficulties

and family responsibilities when she was younger she does not have enough

quarters to qualify for Social Security based on her own income.   Were our

relationship recognized by federal law she would be eligible for one half of

my social security check..   I am quite concerned about her financial well

being after my death.    I am being taxed as though I were single, yet have

all the expenses of a married person supporting a spouse, and once I pass on she will probably become dependent upon various kinds of social welfare in

order to survive.   

Just because the federal government chooses not to recognize same sex relationships does not mean these relationships will end, or that gay and lesbian citizens should suffer from the tax inequalities I have just

described.   The fact is, my partner will probably be my primary care taker

for the last few years of my life, thus saving the state from the expense of my nursing home care, at least until I become so incapacitated that Ms. Cole

can no longer handle the job herself.     

The way the law is presently structured, I am paying more than I should to support my partner, and she will receive less than she should because of

federal discrimination against same sex couples.   

It is time to end this unfair treatment of same sex couples.   Please

recommend recognition of our relationships for federal income tax and social security benefits.

