---Original Message-----

From: Ann Canady [mailto:ann_canady@msn.com] 

Sent: Monday, March 14, 2005 2:00 PM

To: comments

Subject: Tax Reform

Dear Members of the Tax Reform Panel:

I am pleased that you are looking at ways to make the tax laws fairer for all taxpayers.  I would like to point out that same sex couples in committed relationships are not treated equally by the current tax laws, such as:

*
Unmarried couples pay taxes on their partner's health insurance that

is provided by one partner's employer 

*
A flexible medical account cannot be used for his/her partner's

medical costs 

*
One partner's retirement benefits for his/her partner will be taxed

higher than a married couple 

*
Children of same-sex parents may not be recognized as dependents for

tax purposes

While the obvious solution is to permit marriage for same sex couples, it does not appear that that will happen anytime soon.  So it is much fairer to change the tax laws.

Thank you for receiving my comments.

Sincerely,

Ann M. Canady

2855 S. Monaco, #2-101

Denver, CO 80222

