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Jeffrey G. Locke / Individual
            Comments on the Current Income Tax System on the Federal Level
1. The current system involves a complex system of exclusions that require the expertise of an experienced tax preparer, certified public accountant or other assistance to make full use of and benefit from.
2. The current system increases in complexity through the influence of paid lobbyists and others, as evidenced by the soaring increase in the size of the current governing document.
3. Citizens are saddled with the current cost of doing business on American soil by paying the embedded taxes that accompany all new products and new services at the point of sale. This is a separate tax from the local and state sales tax adopted on the state and city level.
4. Businesses must layer the tax costs of manufacturing and operating on American soil into the final asking price so that a profit can be made. This causes the price to set higher than the cost of imports that do not operate under our tax code.
5. The result of the prior criticism drives businesses to seek a profit by locating offshore or overseas to avoid taxation. This takes jobs from the American economy and places them in the care of foreign countries.
6. Wage earners are discouraged from working when the increase in earned income pushes them into a higher tax bracket that, in turn, removes the very income they tried to create.
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7. The current system costs billions to monitor and enforce which creates a drain off of taxpayer dollars and proves a further layer of inefficiency in the federal government. 

8. Social Security and Medicare taxes are paid by individuals and families at the poverty level, taking earnings away from those who apparently need it the most. 

9. Illegal business operations do not report their income and therefore do not add to tax revenue to fund the federal level of government. 

10. Illegal immigrants pay no income taxes because of their illegal status and the need to conceal it.

11. Politicians tend to employ the current tax system for purposes of social engineering.
Goals for the Tax Reform Panel 

1. Make the tax naturally progressive as opposed to legislatively progressive.
2. Use an efficient means of collection and enforcement.
3. The tax should produce a level of funding at least the equal of the current system. 

4. The tax should act as an encouragement for the production of income and investment in the American economy by individual citizens.
 5.  Make the reform measure favorable to businesses that operate on American soil.
 6. Make the tax transparent in all its implementation.
 7. Make the tax system not subject to manipulation for social engineering agenda.

