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Let me preface this with the fact that, in general, I don’t mind paying taxes.  I just don’t like not knowing what I’m actually paying each year.
I am a university graduate with a minor in Business Administration.  For years I struggled with all the forms and instructions.  Each year I would spend hours working and stressing about whether or not I filed correctly…whether I paid too much or whether I paid too little.  I even tried using tax software like TurboTax but I still felt in the dark.  So, after several years fighting with my wife about the frustrations of tax season, we decided that it would be better for her to handle it.  She is also a graduate of the same university so I thought maybe it’ll be easier for her.  So, she’s been filing using online TurboTax.  This is great for my personal sanity but we are still unsure that we are paying the correct amount.  We put all our confidence in the tax software.  Basically, the software is like a tax consultant.  However, the stress continues because we can’t rely on TurboTax alone.  We are ultimately responsible for making sure it’s correct each year.
This is outrageous and needs to stop.  Ordinary citizens like myself, should not have to hire a tax accountant or purchase software each year to file taxes.  And, we should not have to become tax law experts to be confident we always paid the correct amount.

Simplify the tax code to the extreme!  So, that even MONKEYS can pay taxes.

Even if I were an expert in tax law and could figure out, to the penny, my personal income tax, I would still be in the dark about how much I actually pay each year.  That’s because of all the hidden income taxes embedded in goods and services.  All these hidden taxes prevent EVERYONE from actually knowing what they pay in taxes.

One last point -

The federal tax code should not be used as a tool to encourage or discourage certain activities.  That’s how we got where we are today.  If it doesn’t stop completely it will only get worse.

Thank you,

George Garbe

240 W. Main St.

Purcellville, VA 20132

